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November 26, 2023 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Jesus is King

Asked by the Pharisees when the Kingdom of God would come, Jesus said in reply, “The coming
of the Kingdom of God cannot be observed, and no one will announce, ‘Look, here it is,” or,
‘There it is.” For behold, the Kingdom of God is among you.” --Luke 17:20-21

The Kingdom of God is among you! What does that mean? Where is the Kingdom of God and how is
it that it's among us?

The Kingdom of God can be spoken of in two ways. At the final coming of Christ, at the end of time, His
Kingdom will be permanent and visible to all. He will destroy all sin and evil and all will be made new. He
will reign eternally and charity will govern every mind and heart. What a joyful gift to anticipate with
much hope!

But this passage especially refers to the Kingdom of God that is already in our midst. What is that
Kingdom? It's the Kingdom present by grace living in our hearts and present to us in countless ways
every day.

First, Jesus longs to reign in our hearts and rule our lives. The key question is this: Do | let Him take
control? He is not the sort of King who imposes Himself in a dictatorial way. He does not exercise His
authority and demand we obey. Of course, this will happen in the end, when Jesus returns, but for now
His invitation is just that, an invitation. He invites us to give Him Kingship of our lives. He invites us to
let Him take full control. If we do that, He will issue commands to us which are commands of love. They
are decrees that draw us into truth and beauty. They refresh us and renew us.

Second, Jesus’ presence is all around us. His Kingdom is present every time charity is present. His
Kingdom is present every time grace is at work. It's so easy for us to be overwhelmed by the evils of this
world and to miss the presence of God. God is alive in countless ways all around us. We must always
strive to see this presence, be inspired by it and love it.

Reflect, today, upon the presence of the Kingdom of God present among you. Do you see it in your
heart? Do you daily invite Jesus to rule your life? Do you acknowledge Him as your Lord? And do you
see the ways He comes to you through your daily circumstances, in others and in your daily
situations? Seek Him out constantly and this will bring joy to your heart. catholic-daily-reflections.com
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MASS Yntentions

Monday November 27th
7:00 am Mary Mcinerney
12:00 pm Kitty and Joe Trench

Tuesday November 28th
7:00 am Charlotte Bonassar
12:00 pm John Joyce

Wednesday November 29th
7:00 am Henry Martin
12:00 pm Bill Brown

Thursday November 30th
St. Andrew the Apostle

7:00 am Father Roy Henderson
12:00 pm Nancy and John Kearns

Friday December 1st
7:00 am James Roach
12:00 pm Ann M. Smith

Saturday December 2nd

Mem. of Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 am Kevin Fitzpatrick
4:30 pm St. Mary Parishioners

Sunday December 3rd
1st Sunday of Advent
7:30 am George Hanlon
9:00 am Francis Ledwith
10:30 am Daniela Michilli
12:00 pm Albert Rowe Jr.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT OF
OUR PARISH. Call the Parish
Office if you would like
assistance with Online Giving
or go to our website or use this
QR code to sign up.

.l.

BAPTISMS

Chartic Oeranica Crnaye
Ottt Kyan Tesane

WELCOME TO DUR
CATHOLIC FAITH
& OUR PARISH FAMILY!

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE

PILGRIM VIRGIN

Our Lady’s message to the world:

Pray the Rosary daily, a wonderful
Marian devotion, for world peace and
the conversion of sinners. To
arrange for a visit of the special
statue to your home, call EIma Stoveken at 203-

5:00 pm Anand Kulangara - 21st Anniversary

894-1341 or email jstoveken@comcast.net.



https://i0.wp.com/reflectionsonthesacredliturgy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/OT-29-0A.jpg?ssl=1
https://i0.wp.com/reflectionsonthesacredliturgy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/OT-29-0A.jpg?ssl=1
mailto:jstoveken@comcast.net

Learning Our Faith

FAITH FORMATION CORNER

Reign in my Heart Lord

Although emperors and kings with real ruling
power exist today only in history books,
we nevertheless honor Christ as the King of the
Universe and the King of our hearts by allowing him
to take control of our lives. In thousands of human
hearts all over the world, Jesus still reigns as
King. The Cross is his throne and the Sermon on
the Mount, his rule of law. His citizens need obey
only one major law: “Love God with all your being,
and love others as | have loved you.” His love is
selfless, compassionate, forgiving, and
unconditional. He is a King with a saving and
liberating mission: freeing us from all types of
bondage, enabling us to live peacefully and happily

on earth, and promising us an inheritance in the

eternal life of heaven. www.vaticannews.va

OFFICE Fop

YOUTH &

FAMILIES

Please see the flyers in this week’s
bulletin for our Advent Spiral and Advent
Wreath Making events

The HS Youth Group will meet from 6-8PM in
the School Hall on December 3 and 10.

Attention Parents of College Age Children!!
The Parish HS Youth Group will be creating
care packages for parishioners attending
college. Please visit our link under events on
the church website to submit your child’s name
& address so we can send them a prayerful
care package as they prepare for their finals!

R&FM

AR MARQUETTE COUNCIL OF THE
e KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
We offer Catholic men and their families an
opportunity to explore their faith and share God’s
love through service to our priests, parish and community. Join
2 million Knights around the world as you share your time &
talents. Learn more at www.KOFC.org or contact Brian Patrick
Martin, Grand Knight, at bpmartin98@aol.com.

URGENT MEDICAL REQUEST:

Help FRANCES FUNKE find a Kidney

If you are interested in learning more about her story,
kidney donation or in being tested to see if you are
eligible to donate, please visit
WWW.NKR.ORG/DCB975. Thank you for your
consideration! (Frances — close friend of a Parishioner)

ST. MARY PARISH MEN’S MINISTRY

NOVEMBER IS A MONTH OF GRATUTUDE

We are all grateful for our lives and family, but we want
to keep improving. Men’s Ministry meetings foster more
than information transfer; they are transformational.
Utilizing the timeless wisdom of scripture, men give and
receive actionable advice to improve their faith, family
life, and friendships. Come join us and make your
weekends+ even stronger. See you Saturday mornings
6:30-8:00AM. Come as you are and leave energized for
the week ahead!



http://www.vaticannews.va/
http://www.kofc.org/
mailto:bpmartin98@aol.com
http://www.nkr.org/DCB975
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ALTAR FLOWER MINISTRY
Anita Barrios, anitabarri@aol.com

ALTAR GUILD
Bobbie Anderson 203-438-6454
bander1938@gmail.com

ALTAR SERVERS
Marcy Miller
marcybutler@hotmail.com

BAPTISM/PRE-BAPTISM PREP
Joanne Brown 203-438-6538
jbrown@smcr.org

CATHOLIC ACTION
Mary Staudt 203-460-6541
mtstaudt@gmail.com

CATHOLIC WOMEN IN
COMMUNITY

Barbara Giobbi 917-257-0027
bgiobbi@snet.net

CYO BASKETBALL
Jack Jancin 203-748-3808
jjlancin@hotmail.com

DISCIPLES 4 LIFE
Marilyn Kain 203-994-7808
kainma56@gmail.com

DOROTHY DAY HOUSE
Monica Taddonio
monica.taddonio@gmail.com

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Shelley Anderton 203-431-9058
shelleyanderton6@gmail.com

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
Kevin Hitchcock 203-241-0145
kevin8669@aol.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Brian Patrick Martin, Grand Knight
203-894-5617
bpmartin98@aol.com Kofc.org

LAUNDRY LOVE
Laurie Christiansen
lachristiansen@sbcglobal.net

MARRIAGE/MARRIAGE PREP
Joanne Brown 203-438-6538
jbrown@smcr.org

MEN’S MINISTRY

Brian Kelley
humblebk@yahoo.com
203-947-2858
st.mary.mml@gmail.com

MIDNIGHT RUN
Bob Wendel 203-431-4031
rgwendel@sbcglobal.net

MOTHER’S CLUB
Amy Tomasco
amyg8646@yahoo.com
Mara Martin
maramc80@yahoo.com

PARISH NURSE PROGRAM
Colleen Minchik, R.N
203-438-6538

PERPETUAL ADORATION
Barbara Baughman
stmaryridgefield22@gmail.com
Catherine Clock
catherinemclock@gmail.com

PILGRIM VIRGIN
Elma Stoveken 203-894-1341
jstoveken@comcast.net

READERS
Kathryn Shelava 203-431-0191
kathy.shelava@att.net

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE
John Papa
Jack Gilchrist — Chair Emeritus

ROSARY MINISTRY AT
LAUREL RIDGE
Jeremiah King
203-438-8226

RCIA
Sue Fernandez
susanmdf@comcast.net

SCRIPTURE STUDY (Evening)
Bev Scott 914-763-6243
bscott@scottassociatesllc.com

SENIOR CITIZENS
Rachel Ambrosio, Principal
ambrosior@smsridgefield.org

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gina Carey 203-526-5295
ginacarey2002@yahoo.com

USHERS AND GREETERS
John Ahle 203-610-5335
johnahle@aol.com

WELCOME COMMITTEE &
HOSPITALITY HOUR
Janie Nneji, 203-942-9589;
smcrhospitality@gmail.com

FINANCE COUNCIL

Steve Seagriff, John Ahle,
Felix Cacciato, Jim Ledwith,
Mike Kane, Paula Molloy, Kristin
McSpedon, Bob Silveri

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Chris Spahn (Chair), Rachel
Ambrosio, Catherine Desmarais,

Steve Fugazy, Becky Hurta,
Kenneth Kroog, Alex Mendoza,
Dennis Peckham

SACRAMENTS

OTHER
SACRAMENTS

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday )
8:00 AM, 4:30 PM Vigil Mass 30'1;955":023
onday - Friday
(Church) 11:30 AM
Wednesday
. Sunday 6:00 - 7:00 PM
7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, Noon, 5 PM Saturday
(Church) 3:00 - 4:00 PM
10:30 AM (Hall) (Church)
WEEKDAY MASSES Baptism

Celebrated each Saturday
7:00 AM & Noon (except holiday weekends)
Monday- Friday

New parents must attend a
(Church)

pre-baptism class. Call
o Parish office to schedule both
Holy Days of Obligation ]
Check website Marriage
Call Parish Office at least

*Easter and Christmas have 9 months prior to wedding

special schedules Anointing of Sick

Call Parish Office to make

ADORATION arrangements

Open24/7
CEMETERY
203-438-3606

Pastor: Msgr. Kevin T. Royal, MsgrRoyal@smcr.org
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Colin Lomnitzer, frlomnitzer@smcr.org
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Justin Raj, frraj@smcr.org
Deacon: George Kain, DnKain@diobpt.org, (203) 994-7807
Deacon: Rick Lawlor, dnlawlor@diobpt.org, 203-470-8084
Deacon: Robert Salvestrini, salvo95@aol.com

Parish Receptionist: Kim Macko, kmacko@smcr.org
Administrative Assistant: Joanne Brown, jorown@smcr.org
Accounting Manager: Karen Conroy, kconroy@smcr.org
Facilities: Greg Taylor, Phil Franceschini, Jim McElroy
Facilities Scheduling: jorown@smcr.org

Communications Manager: Carolyn Haitsch, chaitsch@smcr.org
Office for Youth & Families — 203-438-7335

Pastoral Associate — Laura Danner, Idanner@smcr.org
Administrative Coordinator — Pamela Jensen oyf@smcr.org

St. Mary School: Rachel Ambrosio, Principal
ambrosior@smsridgefield.org

Parish Office Building Open
Monday - Thursday 10 AM — 2 PM

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday 8AM — 4PM
203-438-6538, 203-438-6539 (after hours)
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— THIS WEEK ON ——

FORMED

Week of November 26, 2023

Sacred Art: Christ the King

7 Sit down with Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp as they
SACRED 14l explore Catholic theology through the lens of Sacred
Art. In this episode, they discuss the Solemnity of
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.

Who is Jesus Christ? w/ Sr. Bethany
Madonna | SEEK23

Sr. Bethany Madonna from the Sisters of Life dives
into the truth about who Jesus Christ is. Discover the
love of Jesus for yourself and listen to Sr. Bethany
Madonna!

Who is Jesus? | The Search | Episode 5

The most beautiful part of this story is this: we can
know God's love, personally. This is the person of
Jesus. But how did this seemingly insignificant
carpenter born into poverty in a dusty corner of the
Roman Empire become the most pivotal figure in all of
history?

WHO 1S JESUS?

Our parish has a FORMED subscription.
Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name.

=)
An offering from the \-.7'\ GUSTINE INSTITUTE and gratius press
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2023 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve Masses

e TICKETS REQUIRED*
reglstratlon 3 . i
opens 3:00 pm - Nancy Bossidy Recreation Center
December 5 4:15 pm - Church*
at 7pm at 4:30 pm - School Hall*

www.smcr.org
NO TICKETS REQUIRED
5:30 pm - Nancy Bossidy Recreation Center
7:00 pm - Church
Midnight Mass 12 am - Church

Christmas Day Masses

7:30 am - Church
9:00 am - Church
12 Noon - Nancy Bossidy Recreation Center

="

Advent Confessions - Church
Monday - Friday 11:30 am
Wednesday, 6 - 7 pm
Saturday, 3 -4 pm

%‘
NO WAITING LIST FORTICKETS g

% Please keep checking back. Spots open up continually.

MWWW A v %&%/ﬂ; %
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 5:15-6:00 PM

St. Mary Parish’s Kickoff to the Ridgefield Holiday Stroll!

Advent prayers, creche blessing, and sweet treats!

Join us on the platform outside the Church before you head down to the Ridgefield
Holiday Stroll. We'll have a brief Advent Prayer Service, creche blessing plus hot
chocolate and cookies. Make sure to visit our table on Main Street and drop off a

prayer request.




MOTHERS CLUB 2024

©  STMmeRry
 GIVING TREE

Don't forget
Lo return
your gilt!!

4' GIFTS MUST BE
RETURNED,

DECEMBER | WITH THE TAG,
MONDAY | TO BINS AT

CHURCH OR
PARISH HALL

STMARYSMOTHERSCLUB@YAHOO.COM ﬁ




You're Invited To
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F ar?nﬂy Movie & Petting Z00

Featured Movie

NESTOR, THE
LONG-EARED
CHRISTMAS
DONKEY

DRESS FOR THE WEATHER - WE WILL HAVE HOT
COCOA AND AN AWESOME PETTING ZOO WITH A REAL
DONKEY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE MOVIE!

Saturday, December 9th
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

N@gﬂ’@@ St. Mary School Hall

Click Here to register or use the
QR Code to Register



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4DACAD2DA1FC1-46116979-nestor

CHRISTMAS
ORNAMENTS

$15

¥E#: & Spm Masses and 12/3 after the 4:30 Magg e
NE Also sold at the Parish Office. S




Santa Is coming to
St. Mary Parishl!

We are happy to report, the Knights of Columbus have
arranged a special visit from Santal

Sunday, December 3
9:00 a.m. through 12 noon

Santa will be in the Nancy Bossidy Rec Center
(GYM). St. Mary families can stop by to say hello to
Santa and enjoy a hot chocolate, baked goods and

other refreshments.

We also have a little gift for you to place on your
Christmas tree! (limited supply)
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Quauty WoRk Since 1972
Asphalt Paving
Qil & Stone
Excavating
Fill & Topsoil
Site Development
ComRPODRATION Demolition

203.438.5995 Water&Sewer

Coorsciane’ | Daniel P. JOWdy, Director (203) 438‘6597

RIDGEFIELD, CT & Mains

936 St. Mary, Ridgefield, CT (3)

Kane Funeral Home  [|J[{{d,;T !

Traditional & Cremation Sei.f'vzces Since 1945,
Pre-Plannlng & Pre-Fundlllg ENERGY PRODUCTS & SERVICES

(203) 431-3921- nemltchell com

%/(;/” Wood Fired Pizza

e WIC - (Z & é 424 R. MAIN ST.
FLORIST & GIFTS 850*'\ RIDGEFIELD, CT
Deborah Addessi Bush, Owner LU 203-894-5395

447 Main St Ridgefield, CT. 06877 fax: 203-244-5910
203.431. 9393 3 Our Patio is Dog Friendly!
malnstreetﬂorlst'mdglftsACom www.850Degrees.com

ARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING
AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE
ST. MARY WEEKLY BULLETIN?

4"!-‘1&_

Now s a great time to call and find out how your sponsorship

con not ondy support our poaruh and our community, but grow
yowr buwsiness at the same Hime!

Call 1.800.333.3166 today for details on this great opportunity!

John Patrick Publishing Co ¢ 800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net




PSYCHOTHERAPY

PRIVATELY OWNED SINCE 1988

ASSOCIATES
of Wilton
Individual « Couple « Family
Counseling & Psychotherapy
Adults « Adolescents « Children
Barbara Despres, LCSW ACSW
89 Blue Ridge Rd. (Off Rte 7), Wilton
203-834-0187

36 W. 44 Street, NYC, NY 212-697-2307

O L
(_;‘7’ “reens .. Wilton 04‘

Noarsing & Rebabilitation

Asisted Living
Privately Owned Exceptional
Senior Living at its Finest
~ Assisted Living ~ Memory Care
~ Short-Term Rehabilitation ~ Long-Term Skilled Nursing

Call Us Today at 203-761-1191

www.thegreensatcannondale.com

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

Our

advertisers bulletin

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com
(978) 851-9103
[ Mention this ad and receive
a free key-chain with your order

&

J. Mulvaney Plumbing
& Heating Inc.
Residential / Commercial
Pumps - Water Heaters
) Boilers * Remodeling * New Installations

203-438-1354

RICK'S WATER
SERVICE
PUMPS *TANKS+FILTERS

203-544-9052
Cell: 203-996-9934
Brett Stafford CT LIC#)1-283263
P.0. Box 764, Redding, CT 06896

William Sotheby’S 9
P]tt INTERNATIONAL REALTY
470 Main Street Ridgefield, CT 06877
203-461-3880

jcontessa@wpsir.com

Jay Contessa
Ridgefield Brokerage

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Licensed in the State of Connecticut

Caraluzzs

WHERE TOP QUALITY MEETS LOW PRICES
www.caraluzzis.com

Thank an advertiser!

Let them know y;u saw their ad
in the weekly church bulletin!

RIDESHARE

American
Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

Mallory's Army Foundation

I n fO I’ M || United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... |

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 « info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to

D @ G 0

Elxkmovr spPoNnsorRs & cuURr
Sponsors can offer promotion\
[=]¢

™
discounts and/or up-to-date S:Wg I: A B 2

ENTIRE community «

—

)
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R .

Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:
In addition to your weekly bulletin
advertisement, you also have FREE access to your ver:
own FindingFABER™ account! The FindingFABER™
app allows you to post realtime promotions/coupons,
flash deals, information and listings at any time - 24/7,
day or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit
www.FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts
are available to the entire community, not only our
parishioners! We encourage you to take advantage of
this exciting, FREE resource! As with any new app, the
more it is used the more exciting it becomes!

ool

of 18

P

Parishioners:

If you visit your app store, and download the
FindingFABER™ app, you can see and more importantly
use, the deals and info posted by our bulletin sponsors!
Just show your phone when you find a sponsor while using

the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

comMmmMmunNITYy[H=

ANYONE in the community,
Lot only fadishicars, (en azcess
realtime offers from their favorite
s',s'a{',c/r: 19seva, chare & (Loport

gD

b

contact information to the
936 St. Mary, Ridgefield, CT (1) John

Patrick Publishing Co * 800-333-3166 * www.jppc.net



Planner
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Supporter

Law OFFICES, LL.c

MaARrkK R. ZEck, Esa.
Attorney at Law
Estate & Financial

38C GROVE STREET

RIDGEFIELD CT 068"77 A
TEL 203.403.3770
FAX 203.734.7279

INFO@ZECKLAW.COM

RIDGEFIELD LIQUOR SHOP

Ken Wippermann

&y 203.438.5404
KOHL'S PLAZA

A

Love Kids? Become a Foster Parent!

It's an opportunity to make a difference
in the life of a child

Family&ChiIdren'sAid

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY
www.thelistandbuyteam.com

Barbara Baughman and Kate Kubisek
398 Main Street, #1, Ridgefield, CT 06877
Barbara Cell 203-241-9444

Kate Cell 203-313-3271

Barbara.baughman@cbrealty.com
Kate.kubisek@cbrealty.com

The True Taste of Thailand

ORDER ONLINE!
991 Danbury Rd., Wilton, CT
(203) 544-8333
www.bangkokrepublic.com

Improving children’s emational and behavioral health

=] [w]
o

" For more information
Call 1-888-YOU-BELONG

75 West Street, Danbury, CT 06810
203-748-5689 www.fcaweb.org

Computer Forensics

he -
: “(.( System Maintenance
) Wifi Configuration
diffefence Install/Repair

Richard Hanel, CISSP
(203) 403-2128
RHanel@ITDifference.com
www.ITDifference.com

Dr. Stephen M. Molinaro
Dr. Peter J. Healy

Family Practice
Dentistry and
Laser Dental Care
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Watch our Video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41thUyj2hwA
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